
 

For the grace of God has appeared for the salvation 

of all men, training us to renounce irreligion and 

worldly passions, and to live sober, upright and 

godly lives in this world, awaiting our blessed hope, 

the appearing of the glory of our great God and 

Saviour Jesus Christ, who gave himself for us to 

redeem us from all iniquity and to purify for 

himself a people of his own who are zealous for 

good deeds (Titus 2:11-14). 
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 Calendar Highlights 

January 6: Theophany 

January 13: Sunday School 

Resumes 

January 20: Annual Parish Meeting  

February 4-7 DOS Pastoral 

Conference at St. Mary 

HOUSE BLESSINGS – January 6 

through March 16 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION ARE NEEDED FOR: 
The Orthodox Church in America 
Diocese of the South  
Metropolitan Tikhon 
Archbishop Nikon, Our Holy Synod, 
Archpriest Peter, Matushka Anastasia, Lottie 
Hieromonk Cyprian, Macrina and Nina 
Priest Thomas; Matushka Angela  
Archpriest Dimitri; Matushka Maryanne  
Priest Paul and Matushka Gabrielle 
Deacon Lazarus 
Metropolitan Theodosius; Metropolitan Herman, 
Metropolitan Jonah  
Our catechumens: Ian, David, Matthew, Lindsay, Preston, 
Kevin, LeMontre, Layla, Silvia, Alina, Felicia 
The newly illumined Elijah, Stephanie and David 
Natalia, Kristina and Peter 
Janice and David Douglass and family; and Benny, Richard 
and Nicholas (Linda’s family) 
Ioanna (Margaret)  
Michael and Serah (Ioanna’s son and daughter in law) 
The infant Juliana & family David, Elizabeth and David 
Ward (Patrick) and Cindy (Patricia) 
Marcella 
Elena, Artemy, Kristina and Anna 
Alexander and Marina (Tanya Klimova’s parents as her 
father battles cancer) 
Cathie Payton (Maryanne Romano’s mother – in treatment 
for breast cancer) 
Richard Romano (Chris’ father)  
Elise (Chris’ mother and Richard’s wife and caregiver) 
Robert and Xenia Peterson, their son Christian deployed 
until March; Mary Louise, Xenia’s mother, now in hospice  
Magdalene Marston 
Elaine Calugar and family, Carole; 
Anna, Victor; Tanya and family - especially Veronica; 
Todd, Kimber, Mathew, Maggie, Amanda, Mikayla and 
Scott 
Niko Bouboulis battling a brain tumor; his father, Pano 
Christopher Michael 
Thomas, Emilia, Maria, Catherine; Craig 
Anna (Lynne) 
Harvey (George) and Irene Ghiz (Emily’s parents) 
Christopher (Emily’s cousin) and Julie Ghiz – Julie in 
treatment for breast cancer 
Nancy Carolan (Fr. Tom’s sister) undergoing cancer 
treatment 
Jim Mason friend of the Alessandroni’s undergoing cancer 
treatment 
Angela; Lisa, Maddie and Daniel (Michael Berry’s daughter 
and grandchildren) 
Danielle and Michael (Ralph Geeza’s niece and brother) 
Kerin Tamara, Todd Demetrios, Maura, Caroline & Thomas 
Jonathan as he serves in the army and his son Jeremiah 
who is hydrocephalic and battling a new infection (Patrick 
Easter’s son and grandson). 
Tony (possible cancer)  
Panormitis (Drosos’ father) 

Marian, Nezhla for guidance; Maria for healing; Caleb for 
protection; Joshua, Doug 
Jason (colleague and friend of Carol Vien’s recently 
diagnosed with ALS) 
St. Basil’s House 
Ss Peter and Paul Gainesville Mission 
Sts Mary and Martha Monastery 
The Sisters of Mercy and the Sisters of St. Elisabeth 
Monastery in Minsk, Belarus 
Those who have fallen asleep in the Lord: 
Linda (Janice Douglass’ sister) 
Patriarch Ignatius 
Archbishop Dmitri  
Bob Winters (Vincent Hunter’s cousin’s husband) 
Doris (mother of Mother Terri's coworker Patti) 

 

 

The Baptism of Christ 

Sermon by Metropolitan Anthony of Sourozh, January 1979 

In the name of the Father, of the Son and of the Holy 

Ghost. 

When a human enters into the world, he enters 

from nowhere, from total, radical absence enters 

through the gates of time in order to grow into 

eternity. He enters an ephemeral world in order to 

become citizen of God’s Kingdom. When Christ was 

born, the Eternal entered into the narrow limits of 

time; He Who was immensity itself was limited by 

space and became a man in the flesh although the 

fullness of the Godhead abided, dwelt in this human 

frame. He entered into a world of sin in order to 

overcome sin, and in a world of suffering to endure 

it all together with us. 

But on the day of His Incarnation God delivered unto 

us in the frailty of the child of Bethlehem the 

fullness of His love, and love is always defenseless 

and frail, abandoned and surrendered. It was an act 

of God by which He gave Himself to us and in which 

the humanity of the Incarnate Son of God was 

helplessly delivered into the history of mankind. 

When we are baptised, we are plunged into waters 

that cleanse us from sin. When Christ came unto 

Jordan, He came sinless, but this time in the 

maturity of manhood, at a point at which His human 

will, identified with the will of God, made Him a self-

offering; He brought Himself there to begin, to start 

the way to the Cross. Thousands were baptised in 



the Jordan, and each of them proclaimed his sins, 

and these waters of Jordan were heavy with the 

murderous sins of men. Christ had no sin to proclaim 

and to confess, and when He entered into these 

waters of Jordan, He entered, to use an image of a 

contemporary, as one plunges into a dye — He was 

dyed with the darkness of our sins. He came out of it 

carrying all the sins of the world. He came out of the 

waters of Jordan loaded with the condemnations 

that lay upon the world. And there is the time when 

He begins His ascent to the Cross. 

We are now keeping the feast of the Baptism of 

Christ, a dread event, an event that should keep us 

spellbound, in awe: Him Who is pure shares the 

impurity of sin universal so that He may save us. We 

will bless the waters, the natural waters that 

surround us and pray the Lord to send upon these 

waters grace and blessing for them to become pure 

and holy, endowed with the power to cleanse and to 

renew, to make us and all the objects and all the 

places where they will be sprinkled, partakers of this 

purity of the waters of Jordan who had touched the 

holy body of the Incarnation, which had taken upon 

Himself all the evil of world. So let us pray that the 

grace of the Spirit of God may come upon these 

waters and that they may be truly blessing and 

salvation by the power of Christ, by the power and 

dwelling of the Holy Spirit. Amen.  

 

When you read the Gospels, Christ speaks to you; when 

ÞÔÚdÕ×ÆÞpdÞÔÚdÆ×ÊdØÕÊÆÐÎÓÌdÙÔdÎÒ̌d¹ÍÊd§ÎÇÑÊdØÍÔÚÑÉdÇÊd

read not just for analysis, but as an immediate dialogue 

with the living Word Himself  ˾to feed our love for Christ, 

to kindle our hearts with pray er and to provide us with 

guidance in our personal life.  

-  St. Tikhon of Zadonsk   

 

“The bread which you do not use is the bread of the 

hungry; the garment hanging in your wardrobe is the 

garment of him who is naked; the shoes that you do 

not wear are the shoes of the one who is barefoot; 

the money that you keep locked away is the money 

of the poor; the acts of charity that you do not 

perform are so many injustices that you commit.” 

-St. Basil the Great 

Dear Baba 

My priest says it is time to sign up for house 
blessings. What am I signing up for? What 

do we have to do? Is it true he’ll bless 
even the storage rooms? Does my house 
need to be immaculately clean? Help! A 
priest will soon be on his way to my 

house with holy water and I have no idea 
what to do. - Panicked Homeowner 

My dearest Panic; First of all, if ever anyone 
needed a restorative cup of tea that Agatha 
Christie always writes about in her mysteries, 

it is you. Please sit down and relax. I’m sure we can put all 
of this in perspective and take the mystery out of having 
your house blessed. 

 First of all I congratulate you for going ahead and 
scheduling a house blessing. Ready or not it should be 
done every year. Prepare yourselves and your home but 
please I beg you, don’t use a messy storage room as an 
excuse to not have your house blessed. Find a time 
between Theophany and the beginning of Great Lent (this 
year it begins on March 10) and get your house blessed. 
Some clergy will need to cut off house blessings before 
that so please check with him and don’t wait until the last 
minute.  

I found a wonderful, short article on 
www.theologic.com in their archive section of Orthodox 
Family Life. Why that website has so many practical 
articles, if it offered tea it might just replace me. The 
author, Nichola Krause, writes “Christ, by entering the 
Jordan, sanctified it, and with it all creation. Material 
creation once again became ‘very good’ as it was in the 
beginning. The central sign of God's sanctification of all 
things through the feast of Theophany is the act of 
blessing the homes of faithful Christians. The priest visits 
all members of the Church to pray with them in the place 
where they live, and to bless their surroundings with Holy 
Water. He asks God to have mercy on the house, to rid it 
of every evil and to fill it with every blessing. Thus the 
house itself, together with the living persons of the family, 
is ‘filled with all the fullness of God’.”  

Some tips on preparing for the priest’s visit: 

¶ Clean your house. Everyone in the family should help. 
We’ve just spent Nativity Lent decluttering our hearts; 
now let’s clean up the house. Does it have to be perfect – 
no. But you should make an effort to avoid a ‘bless this 
mess’ scenario for the blessing. Because your home, your 
sanctuary from the world is about to be blessed, it 
deserves to be tidied. Just as you wouldn’t show up in 
church in your bathrobe, unshowered, unkempt, and dirty, 
you wouldn’t have a dirty, messy house presented for 
blessing either. But my dear – it is all about balance. Tidy 
but don’t do an ‘extreme makeover.’ 

http://www.theologic.com/


¶ Prepare a list of the family members you wish to have 
commemorated. Use their baptismal names and not 
nicknames or secular names. It should be Katherine not 
Meemaw or Aunt Kate. Include Godparents and close 
friends. Check with your priest about how he wishes to 
handle the non-Orthodox. If you will be commemorating 
clergy, list them with their title. For example it isn’t Fr. 
James but the Priest James, the Archpriest George and so 
forth. And remember, the priest doing the house blessing 
will not commemorate himself. 

¶ In a second column or second list, prepare a list of the 
departed. Please do not forget them. Again, use their 
baptismal names and check with your priest on how he 
wishes to handle the non-Orthodox. 

¶ Decide on a place that will be your starting and stopping 
point for the house blessing. For some it is their icon 
corner, others may choose an icon in their living room or 
dining room. In this place, put your lists of those living and 
departed that will be commemorated and a candle that 
will be carried through the house. It is also desirable to 
have a censer and an icon(s) so all three will lead the 
procession of the priest through your home. This is a 
fantastic job for the children to lead or help lead the 
procession. Most I’ve seen take great pride in this solemn 
duty of blessing every room in the house. 

¶ Plan out the route and if you have children who will be 
leading it, think through it with them. After the initial 
prayers are said the priest will go through the entire house 
singing the Troparion of Theophany. What route should he 
take to visit every room and then return to the starting 
point? Include in your plans the bathrooms, closet areas, 
garage, basement, and store rooms. I promise you with 
the blessings, the prayers, the movement through the 
house, the priest will not stand agape at what your garage 
or store room look like. With the number of rooms and the 
number of houses blessed, he won’t remember the 
details. At most I’ve heard priests comment that a 
particular house was huge and required that the Tropar be 
sung 10 times. Soak in the blessing – don’t miss it with 
fretting. 

¶ The day of: make sure the lights are on in each room and 
hallway; turn off stereos, TV’s, computer games, cell 
phones – anything that is a distraction to the holy process 
happening in your house. 

¶ Most priests will bless the pets as they move through the 
house although most (especially cats for some reason) 
tend to flee. Just make sure they are not under foot. 

¶ Plan to visit with the priest afterwards in a pastoral visit. 
Depending on the time of day, it is appropriate to put out 
some refreshments (although I have heard of many a 
Matushka who has pled for mercy on her husband’s girth 
during house blessing season). 

¶ And yes, while not required, it is customary to offer the 
priest a little something after the house blessing. No it is 

not required, no he isn’t doing it for the money, but do 
consider his gas expenses and so forth. It is an 
uncomfortable subject for many a clergyman but I’ve had 
so many people over the years ask about this that I’ll just 
be blunt right here over this cup of tea. You know, Babas 
can be very good at that. Yes you may give him a small 
offering and if you want to know what is customary in your 
parish, ask some of the long time faithful to get an idea of 
amounts. And then decide freely on your own. Please 
understand there is no pressure here. 

¶ Some fun things I’ve seen done are group house blessings 
for parishioners living in a cluster near each other. Some 
do a progressive dinner; others will have the priest bless 
on a particular circuit with the families meeting up at the 
last house for a festive potluck dinner. Others will invite 
friends and family over for their house blessing. Be 
creative. It can be so much fun. 

I’d like to offer a closing thought for you to ponder as we 
sip on this tea. Nichola Krause writes that the house 
blessing rids the house of every evil and fills it with every 
blessing. How does that evil get there? We bring it in. Just 
like we track dirt in on our shoes, so we allow the demons 
to ride in on our shoulders into our very homes. We invite 
it in with our choices. When we let the sun set on our 
anger, when we choose in ways that fall short of the glory 
of God, we bring in the dust, dirt of this world into our 
home. Just like our home needs a physical cleaning, so it 
needs a spiritual cleansing too. Not only should your home 
blessed this season, but keep holy water in your home to 
bless rooms, bless beds on a daily basis. Consider this your 
home’s spiritual restoration that you will maintain 
throughout the year. 

 With enveloping hugs and another hot cup of tea; 

Baba 

 

We know from the Holy Scriptures that we were not just 

created to eat what tastes good to us, to live a pleasant 

life.  We were created to do good works, by which in this 

brief life we might obtain eternal blessedness, to which all 

are called by the grace of God.  Thus, this present life of 

ours is the time for continuous physical and spiritual  

works, while in the future life we will be rewarded 

according to our works. 

- St Moses of the Optina Elders 

Living Without Hyprocrisy 

 

 



Let Everyone who Names the Name of the Lord 

Depart from Iniquity 
From Ancient Christian Wisdom - December 28, 2012 

 

The title of this post is taken from the second letter of the 

Apostle Paul to Timothy.  It is also the subject of reflection 

for St. Ignatius Brianchaninov in one of his essays on 

asceticism.  For St. Ignatius as well as the ancient fathers, 

those who strive to lead a spiritual life and to grow in the 

practice of the Jesus Prayer need to be vigilant in the fight 

against the passions.  Very little spiritual benefit is derived 

from the recitation of the Jesus Prayer if one makes no 

effort to root out the passions, for as Saint Athanasius the 

Great notes, such a state entails confessing God with the 

mouth and denying Him with ones works (On Virginity, PG 

28.269). In fact, even in the mind, there is such cognitive 

dissonance—between the voice of the passions and the 

words of the prayer—that eventually the soul will make a 

fateful choice concerning whom she will follow. The 

passions stubbornly shout, “I want,” while the Jesus prayer 

repeatedly affirms with a gentle voice, “Thy will be done.” 

And so, the soul makes a choice that will either strengthen 

the prayer, so that it becomes self-acting or that will 

strengthen the passions, so that they take the soul captive. 

According to St. Ignatius, Saint Paul’s words—let everyone 

who names the Name of the Lord depart from iniquity (2 

Tim 2:19)—“refers to all Christians, but it especially refers 

to those who intend to practice unceasing prayer by the 

name of the Lord Jesus.  The most pure name of Jesus 

cannot tolerate to dwell in the midst of impurity. It 

requires that all impurity should be expelled and banished 

from the vessel of the soul. It enters the vessel according 

to the degree of its purity, and it at once begins to act in it 

and effect the further purification for which the man’s 

own efforts were insufficient and which is needed if the 

vessel is to become a worthy receptacle for the spiritual 

treasure, a shrine for the most holy name.” 

The ancient fathers taught that both theoria and praxis are 

necessary for spiritual growth and healing. When they are 

in harmony, the prayer supports acts of compassion and 

love, and acts of compassion and love set the stage for 

further prayer. In an earlier blog post, I commented on 

this notion, “Through Holy Baptism, we are also called to 

be holy temples of God wherein the Triune God dwells and 

is present.  However, if we are to become true temples of 

God, we must imitate our Lady Theotokos and dwell within 

the temple in stillness and prayer.  In the Temple, the 

Most Pure Virgin grew increasingly humble and open to 

the will of God, becoming so like unto the Lord in 

goodness and virtue that she was able to bear the Holy of 

Holies, Christ the Lord.  If Christ is to be born in us, we 

must imitate her actions.  We must commit our hearts and 

seal that commitment with our actions; we must dedicate 

ourselves to Him just as the holy child Mary was dedicated 

to God by her parents.  In Ancient Christian Wisdom, I 

describe this as praxis, which means not only our decision 

to commit to a life dedicated to God, but also our taking 

physical steps, bowing down before Christ, making 

prostrations, going to Church, venerating icons and all with 

the humble mindset of that lowly, yet spiritually exalted, 

maiden in Palestine of old. And we must not forget that 

praxis loses its meaning without theoria, which means 

being attentive, being watchful, being aware of what we 

are doing, how we are doing it, and why we are doing it, all 

at the same moment of time that God has graciously given 

us.” 

In practical terms, it is counterproductive to spend time in 

prayer and then to go out and indulge in our favorite 

passions.  In similar fashion, spending all our time 

performing good deeds and neglecting the inner life of 

stillness and prayer can leave us feeling depleted like 

Martha who did not choose the better part. Theoria and 

Praxis should go hand-in-hand. When this is not the case, 

it is to the detriment of both. Even in secular therapy, 

neither insight without action, nor action without insight 

can provide lasting change. In the Christian life, the same 

can be said of theoria and praxis, or put even more simply, 

prayer and virtue. Without the presence of both, 

repentance is not complete. The Lord God Himself 

instructed His people “Be still and know that I am God” as 

well as “Be ye therefore merciful, as your Father also is 

merciful.” Let us apply both instructions for the healing of 

our souls.  

 

When mind and heart are united in prayer and the 

soul is wholly concentrated in a single desire for God, 

then the heart grows warm and the light of Christ 

begins to shine and fills the inward man with peace 

and joy. We should thank the Lord for everything and 

give ourselves up to His will; we should also offer Him 

all our thoughts and words, and strive to make 

everything serve only His good pleasure. 

-St. Seraphim of Sarov 

 

http://ancientchristianwisdom.wordpress.com/2012/11/21/the-entry-of-the-most-holy-theotokos-into-temple-praxis-and-theoria-for-the-worlds-salvation/
http://www.oodegr.com/english/psyxotherap/cognitive_therapy.htm


The Holy Virgin Martyr Tatiana  
Commemorated on January 12 

 

The Holy Virgin Martyr Tatiana was born into an illustrious 

Roman family, and her father was elected consul three 

times. He was secretly a Christian and raised his daughter 

to be devoted to God and the Church. When she reached 

the age of maturity, Tatiana decided to remain a virgin, 

betrothing herself to Christ. Disdaining earthly riches, she 

sought instead the imperishable wealth of Heaven. She 

was made a deaconess in one of the Roman churches and 

served God in fasting and prayer, tending the sick and 

helping the needy.  

 

When Rome was ruled by the sixteen-year-old Alexander 

Severus (222-235), all power was concentrated in the 

hands of the regent Ulpian, an evil enemy and persecutor 

of Christians. Christian blood flowed like water. Tatiana 

was also arrested, and they brought her into the temple of 

Apollo to force her to offer sacrifice to the idol. The saint 

began praying, and suddenly there was an earthquake. 

The idol was smashed into pieces, and part of the temple 

collapsed and fell down on the pagan priests and many 

pagans. The demon inhabiting the idol fled screeching 

from that place. Those present saw its shadow flying 

through the air.  

 

Then they tore holy virgin's eyes out with hooks, but she 

bravely endured everything, praying for her tormentors 

that the Lord would open their spiritual eyes. And the Lord 

heard the prayer of His servant. The executioners saw four 

angels encircle the saint and beat her tormentors. A voice 

was heard from the heavens speaking to the holy virgin. 

Eight men believed in Christ and fell on their knees before 

St Tatiana, begging them to forgive them their sin against 

her. For confessing themselves Christians they were 

tortured and executed, receiving Baptism by blood.  

 

The next day St Tatiana was brought before the wicked 

judge. Seeing her completely healed of all her wounds, 

they stripped her and beat her, and slashed her body with 

razors. A wondrous fragrance then filled the air. Then she 

was stretched out on the ground and beaten for so long 

that the servants had to be replaced several times. The 

torturers became exhausted and said that an invisible 

power was beating them with iron rods. Indeed, the angels 

warded off the blows directed at her and turned them 

upon the tormentors, causing nine of them to fall dead. 

They then threw the saint in prison, where she prayed all 

night and sang praises to the Lord with the angels.  

 

A new morning began, and they took St Tatiana to the 

tribunal once more. The torturers beheld with 

astonishment that after such terrible torments she 

appeared completely healthy and even more radiant and 

beautiful than before. They began to urge her to offer 

sacrifice to the goddess Diana. The saint seemed 

agreeable, and they took her to the heathen temple. St 

Tatiana made the Sign of the Cross and began to pray. 

Suddenly, there was a crash of deafening thunder, and 

lightning struck the idol, the sacrificial offerings and the 

pagan priests.  

 

Once again, the martyr was fiercely tortured. She was 

hung up and scraped with iron claws, and her breasts were 

cut off. That night, angels appeared to her in prison and 

healed her wounds as before. On the following day, they 

took St Tatiana to the circus and loosed a hungry lion on 

her. The beast did not harm the saint, but meekly licked 

her feet.  

 

As they were taking the lion back to its cage, it killed one 

of the torturers. They threw Tatiana into a fire, but the fire 

did not harm the martyr. The pagans, thinking that she 

was a sorceress, cut her hair to take away her magical 

powers, then locked her up in the temple of Zeus.  

 

On the third day, pagan priests came to the temple 

intending to offer sacrifice to Zeus. They beheld the idol on 

the floor, shattered to pieces, and the holy martyr Tatiana 

joyously praising the Lord Jesus Christ. The judge then 

condemned the valiant sufferer to be beheaded with a 

sword. Her father was also executed with her, because he 

had raised her to love Christ. 

 

We are spiritual soldiers, and we have irreconcilable and 

invisible enemies who are dauntless, most evil and who 

endlessly try to conquer and destroy that city which is our 

soul.  We must not continue our life of laziness and sinful 

slumber, but imploring the help of God, we must stand up 

against our enemy.  He only has power against us when we 

are confident and become proud of ourselves; but if we 

conduct ourselves with humility in every situation, then all 

the snares and power of the enemy are destroyed. 

- St. Macarius of the Optina Elders 

Living Without Hyprocrisy 

 



NEWS ITEMS:  

Annual Parish Meeting  

Please mark your calendar for the 

annual parish meeting to be held 

on Sunday January 20, 2013 immediately after 

Liturgy 

 

Pledge forms and 

Volunteer Sign Ups   

 It is time to make your 

annual pledge of 

membership and support with your time, talent 

and treasury.  Membership forms have been 

emailed to everyone on the list and additional 

copies are available.  

 
 

Coffee Hour Sign Up for 2013  

All families are asked to sign up 

to be part of a coffee hour team 

4 times per year as our fair 

share to this important time of 

fellowship.  The sign-up sheet for the first half 

of 2013 is now available.  If you need help 

getting a team together, please see a parish 

council member or ask a friend at coffee hour. 

 

Diocese of the South 

Pastoral Conference :  

February 4 - 7 

We are hosting the annual 

Pastoral conference the week of February 4, 

2013.  We need volunteers from the parish to 

help in a variety of areas.  Please see Michaela 

Staskewicz or Anya Gill to volunteer 

 
 

Current Slate of Candidates for the 2013 

Parish Council:  Carl Bartz, David Douglass, 

Barbara Massoudi, Michaela Staskiewicz, Tim York  

Please see Fr. Peter if you would also l ike to be on 

the ballot at the upcoming Annual Meeting  

 
Parish Council Corner Treasurerõs 

Report:  

Income (Jan-Nov): $139,408.08 

Expenses (Jan-Nov): $117,210.82 

Actual Net Income: $22,197.20 

Thank you for your faithful support of our parish 

 

 
 

Orthodox Christian leaders discuss 

outreach at  White House Conference  

W A S H I N G T O N ,  D C  [ I O C C / O C A ]  

More than 80 representatives of the nation’s 

Orthodox Christian service organizations 

gathered at the White House here on Friday, 

December 14, 2012 to discuss strategic service 

alliances with the White House Office of Faith-

Based and Neighborhood Partnerships. The 

White House Conference on Orthodox Christian 

Engagement was hosted by the White House 

Office of Public Engagement in conjunction with 

the White House Office of Faith-Based and 

Neighborhood Partnerships and facilitated 

by International Orthodox Christian 

Charities[IOCC]. 

 

“The opportunity for this level of discourse with 

http://www.iocc.org/
http://www.iocc.org/


the White House is an important way to build 

understanding between our communities and 

contribute toward serving needs here in the 

United States,” said Michael Homsey, IOCC 

Chair. The conference is an important step 

toward uniting the efforts of Orthodox 

Christians to effectively serve their communities 

and builds on similar service IOCC has provided 

in more than 50 countries around the world 

over the past twenty years.” 

 

The half-day conference brought together the 

community’s leadership to learn more about its 

multifaceted ministries and to explore potential 

collaborations offered by the federal 

government to support the Church’s service 

work. 

 

“The Orthodox Christian community plays a 

critical role in social outreach, disaster 

response, and community development,” said 

D. Paul Monteiro, Associate Director of the 

White House Office of Public Engagement. The 

conference provided a forum for dialogue on 

that outreach and areas for mutual 

cooperation. 

 

Preceding the White House conference was a 

gathering of IOCC’s Frontline, a national 

emergency response network comprised of 

volunteers trained in disaster response.  

Frontline was organized after the events of 

9/11. IOCC recently deployed members of the 

Frontline to assist in coastal communities along 

the Eastern seaboard following Superstorm 

Sandy and seeks to expand its network of 

volunteers nationally to serve more 

communities through disaster preparedness 

and emergency response. 

 

January 27, 2013; 

service and banquet 

schedule announced 

S Y O S S E T ,  N Y  [ O C A ]  

The Enthronement of His 

Beatitude, Metropolitan Tikhon as Primate of 

the Orthodox Church in America will be 

celebrated at Saint Nicholas Cathedral, 

Washington, DC, on the weekend of January 26-

27, 2013. 

On Saturday, January 26, the Vigil will be 

celebrated at 5:00 p.m.  On Sunday, January 27, 

the Divine Liturgy, followed by the Rite of 

Enthronement, will begin at 9:00 a.m. 

 

Consider Joining an OCMC Orthodox 

Mission Team in 2013  

Consider joining an OCMC Orthodox Mission 

Team in 2013.  Mission Teams serve our Holy 

Orthodox Church’s unending mission effort that 

all people may come to know the saving love of 

Our Lord.  Be a living witness as a family on a 

Family Outreach Team in Albania, take part in 

stewardship training in Uganda, or offer your 

talents on other OCMC Teams in 2013.  Team 

applications and details are available online at 

www.ocmc.org or call OCMC at 877-463-6787 

x142 for more information.  

http://www.ocmc.org/


Tuesday, January 1 Circumcision of Christ & St. Basil the 

Great 

 9:40am  Hours 

10:00am  Divine Liturgy 

Wednesday, January 2 

7:00pm  Daily Vespers 

Thursday, January 3 

7:40am  Hours 

8:00am  Divine Liturgy 

Friday, January 4 

9:00am ROYAL HOURS FOR THEOPHANY 

Saturday, January 5 EVE OF THEOPHANY 

 10:00am Divine Liturgy of St. John 

4:00pm Confessions 

5:00pm VIGIL FOR THEOPHANY 

Sunday, January 6 THEOPHANY 

 9:40am  Hours 

10:00am Divine Liturgy of St. Basil 

12:00pm Great Blessing of Water 

Monday, January 7 

10:00am Akathist 

Tuesday, January 8 

10:00am Akathist 

7:00pm Catechumen/Inquirer Class at Starbuck's 

Wednesday, January 9 

7:00pm Daily Vespers 

Thursday, January 10 

7:40am Hours 

8:00am Divine Liturgy 

Friday, January 11 

10:00am Various Prayer Services 

Saturday, January 12 

4:00pm Confessions 

5:00pm Vigil 

Sunday, January 13 

9:00am Choir Rehearsal 

9:40am Hours 

10:00am Divine Liturgy 

Sunday School Resumes 

Monday, January 14 

10:00am Akathist 

Tuesday, January 15 

10:00am Akathist 

7:00pm Catechumen/Inquirer Class at Starbuck's 

Wednesday, January 16 

7:00pm Great Vespers 

Thursday, January 17 

7:40am Hours 

8:00am Divine Liturgy 

Friday, January 18 

10:00am Various Prayer Services 

Saturday, January 19 

4:00pm Confessions 

5:00pm Vigil 

Sunday, January 20 

9:00am Choir Rehearsal 

9:40am Hours 

10:00am Divine Liturgy 

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 

Monday, January 21 

10:00am Akathist 

Tuesday, January 22 

10:00am Akathist 

7:00pm Catechumen/Inquirer Class at Starbuck's 

Wednesday, January 23 

7:00pm Daily Vespers 

Thursday, January 24 

7:40am Hours 

8:00am Divine Liturgy 

Friday, January 25 

10:00am Various Prayer Services 

Saturday, January 26 

4:00pm Confessions 

5:00pm Vigil 

Sunday, January 27 

9:00am Choir Rehearsal 

9:40am Hours 

10:00am Divine Liturgy 

Monday, January 28 

10:00am Akathist 

Tuesday, January 29 

10:00am Akathist 

7:00pm Catechumen/Inquirer Class at Starbuck's 

Wednesday, January 30 

7:00pm Daily Vespers 

Thursday, January 31 

7:40am Hours 

8:00am Divine Liturgy 

Friday, February 1 

10:00am Various Prayer Services 

7:00pm Great Vespers: Meeting of the Lord in the Temple 

Saturday, February 2 MEETING OF THE LORD IN THE 

TEMPLE 

 9:40am Hours 

10:00am Divine Liturgy 

4:00pm Confessions 

5:00pm Vigil 

Sunday, February 3 

9:00am Choir Rehearsal 

9:40am Hours 

10:00am Divine Liturgy 


