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O Master, Teacher of wisdom, 

Bestower of virtue, Who 

teaches the thoughtless and 

protects the poor, strengthen 

and enlighten my heart! 

O Word of the Father, let me 

not restrain my mouth from 

crying to You: “Have mercy 

on me, a transgressor, O 

merciful Lord!” 
- Kontakion of Cheesefare 

 

Calendar Highlights 

February 27 – Beginning of Great Lent and Pure Week 

 Canon of St. Andrew of Crete 

 Presanctified Liturgies Begin on Weds. Feb 29 

March 3 – Myrrhbearing Women – Potluck, Fellowship and Prayer   

 after Vigil 

March 4 – Sunday of Orthodoxy 

 Children: Bring icons from home for the procession 

 6:00 PanOrthodox Vespers at the Greek Cathedral  

March 10 – Great Lent PanOrthodox Men’s Retreat @ St. Mary’s 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION ARE NEEDED FOR: 
The Orthodox Church in America 
Diocese of the South and the Episcopal Search Committee 
Metropolitan Jonah; Bishop Nikon, Our Holy Synod, 
Archpriest Peter, Matushka Anastasia, Lottie 
Hieromonk Cyprian, Macrina and Nina 
Priest Thomas; Matushka Angela  
Archpriest Dimitri; Matushka Maryanne  
Deacon Lazarus 
Archbishop Seraphim, 
Metropolitan Theodosius; Metropolitan Herman,  
Our catechumens: Kristina, Yolanda, Cindy, Ward, Jacob 
and Stephanie 
The infant Juliana & family David, Elizabeth and David 
Sasha, Natalie, Kristina and Peter 
Adrian, Adriana and the child to be born of her 
Gabriel, Susan and the child to be born of her 
Michael & Serah and the child to be born of her (Ioanna’s 
family) 
Robert and Xenia Peterson 
Abby Peterson (Debra’s daughter in law)  
Holly Peterson (Debra’s daughter in law) 
Elaine Calugar and family, Carole; 
Anna, Victor; Tanya and family - especially Veronica; 
Todd, Kimber, Mathew, Maggie, Amanda and Scott; 
Niko Bouboulis battling a brain tumor 
Ron, BJ, Gail, Dustin, Jordan, Donna and Christopher 
Thomas, Emilia, Maria, Catherine; Craig 
Anna (Lynne) 
Harvey Ghiz receiving injections for a retinal occlusion, but 
having very limited results 
Rayna and family 
Eugenia (Catalina’s mother) 
Danielle and Michael (Ralph Geeza’s niece and brother) 
Patrick Robert (Kristina’s fiancé) 
Andrea Rajski (Michaela’s friend) 
Harry (93 and feeble), Susan, Jane and Hugh (Tikhon’s 
family and Hugh’s caregivers) 
Matthew & Tracey Bonaker, Steve & Earlene Nesselrote; 
Pat and Dave Bonaker, Marc and Jenny Nesselrote and the 
children Taylor, Connor and Keira 
The Gainesville Mission 
All those who have suffered and/or are suffering at the 
hands of others or without friends or family 
Those who have fallen asleep in the Lord: 
Archbishop Dmitri 
Joan (Joanna) McMillan 
Millie (Donna’s mother) 
 

 

 

 

Icons and Truth 
Fr. Stephen Freeman 

Blessed are the pure in heart for they shall see God. 

From time to time, I have written about 

the iconic character of reality – the world about us has 

the character of an icon. I have also noted 

the iconic character of language and of Scripture. There 

is much to say about what is meant by such 

descriptions as well as what it means to see things in an 

“iconic” manner. 

I have made a contrast between what I have termed 

a literal view of reality and an iconicview of reality. In 

the literal view,things are things. What you see is what 

there is. In aniconic view, things point to something 

beyond themselves – they make present that to which 

they point. 

 

However, there is much more to this than the mere act 

of seeing. To see an icon requires that we also be in 

relationship with that which it represents. Christ is 

present in His icon but is only made manifest to us 

because we are in relationship with Him. Thus I have 

said that to see an icon properly involves its veneration. 

Veneration is an expression of our relationship with 

that which is represented. 

 

An important aspect of icons (in the teaching of the 

Church) is that an icon must be true. We cannot make 

icons of that which is not true. 

 

I recall a conversation with an elderly iconographer. We 

were discussing a particular icon of the Russian New 

Martyrs. 



“It is not an icon!” she declared. I remember at the 

time wondering what she meant. It clearly obeyed all 

the canons and conventions for an icon – those whom 

it portrayed were truly martyrs. She drew my attention 

to the portrayal of those who were pictured carrying 

out the martyrdoms. 

 

“There is hate in this icon!” She exclaimed. A true icon 

can never contain hate. 

 

She did not mean that an icon could not portray the 

martyrdom itself (often a gruesome event). Rather she 

meant that within the portrayal of the evil-doers, the 

hatred and anger of the iconographer could be seen. It 

was, perhaps, a subtle point. But it was a point that was 

quite vital to this very accomplished iconographer. For 

veneration and hatred cannot coexist. Hatred will 

create a distortion which is not healing to the soul but 

damaging. 

 

The same is true whether we are speaking about seeing 

the world as icon or reading the Scripture as icon (or 

encountering another human being as the icon of God). 

A required element within the experience of iconicity is 

the purity of our own heart. To read the Scriptures 

rightly is to encounter the Truth and, in some measure, 

to be changed in the encounter. There is obviously a 

dynamic at work. I am not pure in heart (nor are any of 

us) and my vision is thus always distorted to some 

extent. 

 

However, what we can bring to every event of seeing is 

a broken and contrite heart – a heart of repentance. It is 

also true that our repentance is not pure and our 

humility is always lacking. But God is merciful. We offer 

what we can of our heart – and He gives what is 

lacking. This is the daily struggle of our lives as 

Christians and the constant and abundant mercy of 

God. 

 

Evil renders the world opaque. Evil is not made present 

in things that seek to represent it. Rather, evil is a 

fracturing of the world – its dissolution in self-love and 

the drive towards non-being. Thus “art” which seeks to 

objectify human beings into mere sexual content is not 

True. It distorts the truth of a person and portrays them 

in a manner that dissolves reality. When we enter into 

communion with such “art” we enter into a 

communion of death – for such “art” only has death as 

its content. 

 

This, of course, is an extreme example of the distorted 

efforts at sinful, iconic representation. It could be 

multiplied across the whole of our experience – for 

much that surrounds us is marked by such distortion, 

whether intentional or not. 

 

St. 

Paul states: 

To the pure, all things are pure, but to those who are 

defiled and unbelieving, nothing is pure; but even their 

mind and conscience are defiled. They profess to know 

God, but in works they deny Him, being abominable, 

disobedient, and disqualified for every good work (Titus 

1:15-16). 

 

We are all iconographers – or at least involved with 

icons – for we live in the world and see it. (Even the 

“icon-smashers” are involved with icons whether they 

will acknowledge it or not). We either see icons in the 

distortion of our impure hearts or we struggle to see 

the world through the heart of repentance and in the 

purity which is the gift of God. It is in such purity that 

we can see another human being and confess from the 

heart that “this is the image of God.” It is not incorrect 

to say this of someone even if it is only a theoretical 

acceptance of a theological given. But such theoretical 

acceptance is not the same thing as actually seeing God 

in His image. That requires the long and difficult work 

of repentance – the struggle towards purity of heart. By 

His mercies, may we all see God. 

 

 

 



God can save the sinners we are but 
not the saints we pretend to be.  

Metropolitan Anthony Bloom, Beginning to Pray 

 

 

The Lenten Prayer of St Ephraim the Syrian 
By Protopresbyter Alexander Schmemann 

 
 Of all lenten hymns and prayers, one short prayer can be 

termed  the lenten prayer. Tradition ascribes it to one of 

the great teachers of spiritual life - St. Ephrem the Syrian. 

Here is its text: 

 O Lord and Master of my life! Take from me the spirit of 

sloth, faint-heartedness, lust of power, and idle talk.  But 

give rather the spirit of  chastity, humility, patience, and 

love to Thy servant. Yea, O Lord and King! Grant me to 

see my own errors and not to judge my brother; For Thou 

art blessed unto ages of ages. Amen 

This prayer is read twice at the end of each Lenten service 

Monday through Friday (not on Saturdays and Sundays for, 

as we shall see later, the services of these days do not 

follow the Lenten pattern). At the first reading, a 

prostration follows each petition. Then we all bow twelve 

times saying: "O God, cleanse me a sinner." The entire 

prayer is repeated with one final prostration at the 

end.              

Why does this short and simple prayer occupy such an 

important position in the entire Lenten worship? Because 

it enumerates in a unique way all the "negative" and 

"positive" elements of repentance and constitutes, so to 

speak, a "check list" for our individual Lenten effort. This 

effort is aimed first at our liberation from some 

fundamental spiritual diseases which shape our life and 

make it virtually impossible for us even to start turning 

ourselves to God.             

The basic disease is sloth. It is that strange laziness and 

passivity of our entire being which always pushes us 

"down" rather than "up" -- which constantly convinces us 

that no change is possible and therefore desirable. It is in 

fact a deeply rooted cynicism which to every spiritual 

challenge responds "what for?" and makes our life one 

tremendous spiritual waste. It is the root of all sin because 

it poisons the spiritual energy at its very source.              

The result of sloth is faint-heartedness. It is the state of 

despondency which all spiritual Fathers considered the 

greatest danger for the soul. Despondency is the 

impossibility for man to see anything good or positive; it is 

the reduction of everything to negativism and pessimism. 

It is truly a demonic power in us because the Devil is 

fundamentally a liar. He lies to man about God and about 

the world; he fills life with darkness and negation.  

Despondency is the suicide of the soul because when man 

is possessed by it he is absolutely unable to see the light 

and to desire it.                

Lust of power! Strange as it may seem, it is precisely sloth 

and despondency that fill our life with lust of power. By 

vitiating the entire attitude toward life and making it 

meaningless and empty, they force us to seek 

compensation in, a radically wrong attitude toward other 

persons. If my life is not oriented toward God, not aimed 

at eternal values, it will inevitably become selfish and self-

centered and this means that all other beings will become 

means of my own self-satisfaction. If God is not the Lord 

and Master of my life, then I become my own lord and 

master -- the absolute center of my own world, and I begin 

to evaluate everything in terms of my needs, my ideas, my 

desires, and my judgments. The lust of power is thus a 

fundamental depravity in my relationship to other beings, 

a search for their subordination to me. It is not necessarily 

expressed in the actual urge to command and to dominate 

"others." It may result as well in indifference, contempt, 

lack of interest, consideration, and respect. It is indeed 



sloth and despondency directed this time at others; it 

completes spiritual suicide with spiritual murder. 

Finally, idle talk. Of all created beings, man alone has been 

endowed with the gift of speech. All Fathers see in it the 

very "seal" of the Divine Image in man because God 

Himself is revealed as Word (John, 1:1). But being the 

supreme gift, it is by the same token the supreme danger. 

Being the very expression of man, the means of his self-

fulfillment, it is for this very reason the means of his fall 

and self-destruction, of betrayal and sin. The word saves 

and the word kills; the word inspires and the word 

poisons. The word is the means of Truth and it is the 

means of demonic Lie. Having an ultimate positive power, 

it has therefore a tremendous negative power. It truly 

creates positively or negatively. When deviated from its 

divine origin and purpose, the word becomes idle. It 

"enforces" sloth, despondency, and lust of power, and 

transforms life into hell. It becomes the very power of sin. 

These four are thus the negative "objects" of repentance. 

They are the obstacles to be removed. But God alone can 

remove them. Hence, the first part of the Lenten prayer; 

this cry from the bottom of human helplessness. Then the 

prayer moves to the positive aims of repentance which 

also are four. 

 Chastity! If one does not reduce this term, as is so often 

and erroneously done, only to its sexual connotations, it is 

understood as the positive counterpart of sloth. The exact 

and full translation of the Greek sofrosini and the Russian 

tselomudryie ought to be whole-mindedness. Sloth is, first 

of all, dissipation, the brokenness of our vision and energy, 

the inability to see the whole. Its opposite then is 

precisely wholeness. If we usually mean by chastity the 

virtue opposed to sexual depravity, it is because the 

broken character of our existence is nowhere better 

manifested than in sexual lust -- the alienation of the body 

from the life and control of the spirit. Christ restores 

wholeness in us and He does so by restoring in us the true 

scale of values by leading us back to God.                

The first and wonderful fruit of this wholeness or chastity 

is humility. We already spoke of it. It is above everything 

else the victory of truth in us, the elimination of all lies in 

which we usually live. Humility alone is capable of truth, of 

seeing and accepting things as they are and therefore of 

seeing God's majesty and goodness and love in everything. 

This is why we are told that God gives grace to the humble 

and resists the proud.                  

Chastity and humility are naturally followed by patience. 

The "natural" or "fallen" man is impatient, for being blind 

to himself he is quick to judge and to condemn others. 

Having but a broken, incomplete, and distorted knowledge 

of everything, he measures all things by his tastes and his 

ideas. Being indifferent to everyone except himself, he 

wants life to be successful right here and now. Patience, 

however, is truly a divine virtue. God is patient not 

because He is "indulgent," but because He sees the depth 

of all that exists, because the inner reality of things, which 

in our blindness we do not see, is open to Him. The closer 

we come to God, the more patient we grow and the more 

we reflect that infinite respect for all beings which is the 

proper quality of God.                 

 Finally, the crown and fruit of all virtues, of all growth and 

effort, is love -- that love which, as we have already said, 

can be given by God alone-the gift which is the goal of all 

spiritual preparation and practice.                   

All this is summarized and brought together in the 

concluding petition of the Lenten prayer in which we ask 

"to see my own errors and not to judge my brother." For 

ultimately there is but one danger: pride. Pride is the 

source of evil, and all evil is pride. Yet it is not enough for 

me to see my own errors, for even this apparent virtue can 

be turned into pride. Spiritual writings are full of warnings 

against the subtle forms of pseudo-piety which, in reality, 

under the cover of humility and self-accusation can lead to 

a truly demonic pride. But when we "see our own errors" 

and "do not judge our brothers," when, in other terms, 

chastity, humility, patience, and love are but one in us, 

then and only then the ultimate enemy--pride--will be 

destroyed in us.                   

After each petition of the prayer we make a prostration. 

Prostrations are not limited to the Prayer of St. Ephraim 

but constitute one of the distinctive characteristics of the 

entire Lenten worship. Here, however, their meaning is 

disclosed best of all. In the long and difficult effort of 

spiritual recovery, the Church does not separate the soul 

from the body. The whole man has fallen away from God; 

the whole man is to be restored, the whole man is to 

return. The catastrophe of sin lies precisely in the victory 

of the flesh -- the animal, the irrational, the lust in us -- 

over the spiritual and the divine. But the body is glorious; 

the body is holy, so holy that God Himself "became flesh." 

Salvation and repentance then are not contempt for the 

body or neglect of it, but restoration of the body to its real 

function as the expression and the life of spirit, as the 

temple of the priceless human soul. Christian asceticism is 

a fight, not against but for the body. For this reason, the 

whole man - soul and body  - repents. The body 

participates in the prayer of the soul just as the soul prays 

through and in the body. Prostrations, the "psycho-

somatic" sign of repentance and humility, of adoration and 

obedience, are thus the lenten rite par excellence. 



Dear Baba;  We talked about this last fall 

when Great Lent was so far in the future.  I 

thought I understood, but Great Lent is 

beginning and I’m still confused with 

what I’m supposed to give up for Lent.  I 

told you last fall how  I tried giving up 

chocolate and my other favorite foods 

but it was awkward. The fasting ‘rules’ 

don’t seem to relate to me and I don’t feel 

like I’m really making a sacrifice.  Also 

how do I help my children realize it is Lent since they can’t 

fast? - Still the Frustrated Faster (reprinted from 2008) 

 

My dear Frustrated Faster; You know, every year I learn 

more and more and continue to grow.  Please don’t be 

embarrassed about asking to review something.  It never 

hurts to revisit a subject – especially one like this.  Let’s 

start with a vocabulary adjustment.  We do not ‘give up’ 

stuff for Lent as is a common understanding in the 

West.  That gives the sense that if we suffer enough we’ll 

somehow earn points or at the very least punish ourselves 

for our sinfulness.  The roots run deep into very basic 

understandings of who we are and our relationship with 

God.   

 

Any Lenten time is a time of preparation, a time of stillness 

where we work to eliminate much of the noise that 

saturates our lives.  It is a time to not be consumed with 

consuming and place our attentions on the one thing 

needful.  There is a huge difference between that and self 

inflicted suffering.  One priest once told me to think of a 

Lenten period as a 3 legged stool we sit on during our 

journey.  It is upheld by three things – prayer, fasting and 

almsgiving.  Knock any of those legs out and the chair will 

topple.  Fasting without prayer and almsgiving is a 

diet.  Here is what we talked about last fall: 

 

¶ To fast is to discipline the body.  Frederica Mathewes-

Green has a wonderful article called “To Hell on a Cream 

Puff” that addresses why disciplining the stomach is such a 
challenge.  But if we can discipline our stomach, to say no 

to its demands, then just maybe we’ll be disciplined 

enough to resist other temptations that come our way. 

¶ The fast may very well then be likened to training for a 
marathon. Keep that analogy in mind.  There is but one set 

of fasting rules for the Orthodox people – monastics and 

lay people alike.  It was established more than a 

millennium ago.  In the same way there is one established 
distance for a marathon – 26 miles 385 yards (anything 

else is not a marathon).  Rare is the person who can go 

from couch potato to running a marathon without 

training.  In the case of the fast, it is a lifetime of discipline 

and training – approached with seriousness of purpose. I 

am not able to run a marathon this afternoon so it is no 
surprise that I am not able to fast like an ascetic from the 

start either. 

¶ The fast is not a magical formula for salvation.  It is a 

discipline that has to be coupled with prayer and 
almsgiving.  I know of one young man who became so 

unbearably proud of his ‘perfect’ fasting that the priest 

told him to go to McDonalds.  He became completely 

consumed with how much better he was than his fellow 
parishioners at this fasting thing and he was going for a 

record.  He lost sight of its purpose.  That was quickly 

taken care of with a stop at a drive-thru window.   

¶ You have to work with your spiritual father to establish 

how much you can fast.  There are special circumstances 
for pregnant moms, nursing moms, the young and the 

elderly, those with medical conditions etc..  You need to 

stretch yourself but not break yourself.  Please do not 

decide that on your own.  Talk with your spiritual father.  If 
you were running a marathon, you’d probably have a 

trainer.  It makes even less sense to attempt this on your 

own. 

¶ We are the body of Christ.  We are a community.  We feast 

together and we fast together.  That is a critical aspect of 
the fasting ‘rules.’  Look at our liturgical schedule during a 

Lenten period.  Purposely in the wisdom of the church, we 

gather together more frequently during a Lenten period. 

We strengthen ourselves with more frequent 
communion.  We are called to pray together and to 

encourage each other.  And as is typical of any Orthodox 

gathering, to break bread together.  If we are encouraging 

each other, we would never purposely tempt someone 
with foods they have ‘given up’ for Lent would we?  How 

on earth could we handle it then? We’d become 

consumed trying to thread the needle to not bring a 

morsel of food someone has ‘given up’ lest we tempt 
them.  We know by this common fasting rule what we can 

bring to share with our fellow travelers on the Lenten 

journey. 

¶ It is also important to keep in mind the intent.  From the 
beginning the fast has been Xerophagy – dry eating.  Oils 

were avoided, foods were more simply prepared.  Shellfish 

was allowed because it was the junk fish and not the 

luxury it is considered now. Fasting means both what we 
eat and how much.  I look at my plate sagging under the 

weight of all the delicious Lenten foods and realize I have a 

long way to go.   

¶ The intent was to eat simply with very quickly prepared 

meals.  We have to be careful of the pitfall of Pharisaical 
fasting - meeting the letter of the law but missing the 

intent.  Lobster with drawn margarine is technically 

Lenten.  I’ve seen “Lenten Desserts” with not a single 

natural ingredient that look and taste decadently rich and 
‘non-Lenten.’  With so many soy and artificial products out 

there now, it is possible to recreate non-Lenten eating and 

stay within the letter of the law.  That is not to say these 



are bad or shouldn’t be used.  Just be mindful of your 

heart’s intent.  Are you trying to trick your body into 

thinking you aren’t fasting?  That becomes the domain of 
fad diets, not spiritual growth.  I know you’ll be mindful. 

¶ Do not judge another.  Encourage each other but do not 

judge.  Many a spiritual father and baba have reminded us 

all to be just as mindful about what comes out of our 
mouth as what we put in it.   

¶ Children are growing and should not fast with full 

rigor.  That doesn’t mean they won’t realize it is a Lenten 

period or a fasting day. They can participate in their own 

‘mini marathon’.  Children need calcium for their growing 
bodies, but they do not necessarily need to be getting 

their daily dose from ice cream during a Lenten 

period.  With the goal to simplify our lives and be more 

quiet and prayerful, there is much that can be done in our 
way of life.   

¶ I know parents who turn off TVs, shut off video games, and 

all minimized time in front of the TV.  An effort was made 

to spend more family time together.  The house was much 

quieter during Lent. I have spoken with many children who 
look forward to Lenten times just because their lives aren’t 

so busy and they have much more family time and 

fellowship at church that they crave. 

¶ Fasting is hard.  Expect opposition to your efforts.  Don’t 
try and do it alone and on your terms.  Remember when 

lions attack a herd, they will single out individuals – they 

don’t attempt to take on the whole herd at once because 

they know they can’t succeed.   
 

We journey together.  Lean on all of us, we’ll lean on 

you.  We’ll seek the guidance of our spiritual father.  We’ll 

pray together, we’ll feast together and at the appointed 
times such as now - we will fast together.  My dear friend, 

we are the Body of Christ.   

 

I know your cup of tea is growing cold but let me make 
one more request as a fresh pot brews. Make a point to 

attend as many services as possible.  Great Lent is not just 

about fasting from food.   Start with Forgiveness Vespers 

and the Great Canon of St. Andrew of Crete.  Be there for 
the Presanctified Liturgies as much as you can.  I promise 

you that making the time and attending will be far more 

than just another item on a to-do list.  You are a child of 

God – commune with Him.  Allow Him to fill you with His 
peace and grace during this Holy Season.   

 

As we begin this Great and Holy Lent, please forgive me 

for all I have done and all I have neglected to do.  Forgive 
me my brothers and sisters. 

 

With enveloping hugs; 

Baba  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

Great Lent PanOrthodox 

Men’s Retreat 
March 10, 2012 

10:00 a.m. Liturgy for Saturday of Souls 

Followed by Lenten Potluck Lunch 

Overcoming the Passions 

presented by Retreat Leader  

Hieromonk Cyprian DuRant 

& 

Special Interactive, Multi-media presentation on 

Evangelism and Discipleship Through Traditional 

Orthodox Architecture  

presented by Taylor Hostetter 

 

To reserve your place, contact Reader Thomas 

(Brantley.hobbs@gmail.com) 

 

Myrrhbearing Women: 

Potluck and Prayer 

Saturday March 3 after Vigil 
Bring a Lenten Dish to share.  We will 

spend some time in quiet fellowship, a 

short reading and then time for 

intercessory prayer.  All the women are 

welcome and are encouraged to invite 

friends and family to join us as well 



Parish Council Corner 

Treasurer’s Report: 

January Income: $13,366.14 

January Expenses: $11,636.06 

Thank you for your generous support 

 

Parish Council also discussed: 

Ongoing Maintenance including redecking the front 

porch, replacing the columns of the portico on St. 

Julia’s Hall, and general property maintenance 

issues. 

 

We’re developing a lot of great ideas for outreach 

and for our community including revamping the 

lending library and adding a new children’s section.  

Donations are welcome. See Barbara Massoudi. 

 

Taylor Hostetter introduces Dr. Ralph Lee during 
a special presentation on Ethiopian Spirituality 
on January 31 

A Wonderful Evening  of 

Fellowship  @S SGD RS- U@KDMSHMD½R

Dinner on February 11  



Calendar for MARCH 2012 

Week of February 
27 

Pure Week 

Sun Feb 26 Forgiveness Vespers 

Mon Feb 27 7:00p Great Canon of St. Andrew of 
Crete 

Tues Feb 28 7:00p Great Canon of St. Andrew of 
Crete 

Weds Feb 29 7:00 Presanctified Liturgy 
9:00p Great Canon of St. Andrew of 

Crete 

Thurs March 1 7:00 Great Canon of St. Andrew of 
Crete 

Fri March 2 9:30a Various 
7:00p Presanctified Liturgy 

Sat March 3 10:00 a.m. Saturday of Souls Liturgy 
4:00 Confessions 

5:00 Vigil 
Myrrhbearing Women Potluck and 

Prayer after Vigil 

Week of March 4 2
nd

 Week of the Great Fast 

Sun March 4 Sunday of Orthodoxy 
9:00 Choir Practice 

9:40 Hours 
10:00 Divine Liturgy of St. Basil 
:10:30 Liturgy at the Gainesville 

Mission 
6:00 PanOrthodox Vespers at Greek 

Cathedral of the Annunciation 

Mon March 5 9:30a Akathist 

Tues March 6 9:30a Akathist 
7:00p Inquirer’s Class @ Starbucks 

Weds March 7 7:00p Presanctified Liturgy 

Thurs March 8  

Fri March 9 9:30a Various 
7:00p Presanctified Liturgy 

Sat March 10 10:00 a.m. Saturday of Souls Liturgy 
PanOrthodox Men’s Retreat 

4:00 Confessions 
5:00 Vigil 

Week of March 11 3
rd

 Week of the Great Fast 

Sun March 11 St. Gregory Palamas 
9:00 Choir Practice 

9:40 Hours 
10:00 Divine Liturgy of St. Basil 

Mon March 12 9:30a Akathist 

Tues March 13 9:30a Akathist 
7:00p Inquirer’s Class @ Starbucks 

Weds March 14 7:00 Presanctified Liturgy 

Thurs March 15  

Fri March 16 9:30a Various 
7:00p Presanctified Liturgy 

Sat March 17 10:00a Divine Liturgy 
4:00 Confessions 

5:00 Vigil 

Week of March 18 4
th

 Week of the Great Fast 

Sun March 18  Veneration of the Holy Cross 
9:00 Choir Practice 

9:40 Hours 
10:00 Divine Liturgy of St. Basil 

Parish Council Meeting 
10:30a Liturgy at the Gainesville 

Mission 

Mon March 19 9:30a Akathist 

Tues March 20 9:30a Akathist 
7:00p Inquirer’s Class @ Starbucks 

Weds March 21 7:00p Presanctified Liturgy 

Thurs March 22  

Fri March 23 9:30a Various 
7:00p Presanctified Liturgy 

Sat March 24 10:00a Divine Liturgy 
4:00 Confessions 

5:00 Vigil 

Week of March 25 5th Week of the Great Fast 

Sun March 25 St. John of the Ladder 
Feast of the Annunciation 

9:00 Choir Practice 
9:40 Hours 

10:00 Divine Liturgy of St. Basil 

Mon March 26 9:30a Akathist 

Tues March 27 9:30a Akathist 
7:00p Inquirer’s Class @ Starbucks 

Weds March 28 7:00 Presanctified Liturgy 

Thurs March 29  

Fri March 30 9:30a Various 
7:00p Presanctified Liturgy 

Sat March 31 10:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy 
4:00 Confessions 

5:00 Vigil 

 

For More Information on the Gainesville 

Mission: www.orthodoxgainesville.org  

http://www.orthodoxgainesville.org/

